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atracted to Kaworu, and that you the audience are suppased to feel that he elt i, what Kaworu
Himsol thought was a very dfferent marte. Like g, | baieve Kaworu to bo innocent—coyly, he
appears not 1o be 50, because while Rei needed to be reached out o, Kaworu has come to each
out; whereas Rei has spent her existence being observed, Kaviory has come to observe

Indeed, i the manga, Shinj's iration about Kaworu's invasion cf his personal space seems
almast a parady of his atitude in the anime. Inthe TV show, when Kaworu put his hand on Shir's
e finched but did not pull away: whereas i the manga I's easy to imagine Shinj siugging him.
Instead he goos to run ater Re, haping to get closer to her again.

1 hardly think the change reflscts any phobia an Sadamoto's par (afer all, we even get to see.
Shinj's “Unit One” in the mangal, but the factis the manga Shii s less emationall bleak and
empty. and hence less vulnerable. SHinj's just as negative in the manga, of course, but i's an
aclive varity, rather than the passive negative creep (in the best Nirvana song sense) we know
rom the anime. We don't have to imagine him slugging Gendos from the laok of surpise on Dad's
face in Book Seven ho would have smacked the board of his face ifKafi hadn' stoppo him.

Neither i Shiiin @ posiive emotional sitation where we leave him here, either; indeed at this
point in the manga there’s arguably 1o one ho can turn to—the more brutal fate that befcl Toji
has cut im off from his school frends, e has become hesitant, Kaji s dead, and his perennial
sel-esteem booster Asuka is going o need to rebuild her internal supply before she can even gel
back o calling him a loser and idio.

So, like Misato trying 1o put her own hand on Shini's, all | can do for now while we wait for
‘Sadamoto Sensel i to recommend for your winter vacation reading lst The Mysterious Stranger,
which | can almst guaranteo will Give you now angles to think about Kavworu, and may even
earn you clas credit besides. A quick look at the novel’s comments on Amazon lst a teacher
who says fundamentalist students walked out of his class when he taught it another compares
itto The Mt those who disike it call it “sick” “bitor” and “twisted.” Sounds ko good old

Evangelion to mel
—Carl Gustay Horn

Although The Mysterious Strangr can also bo found in a number of prit oditions, including
The Portable Mark Twain from Penguin Books (haw haw) the story is legally availeble online at
hitp//etext. i virgini.edu/toc/modeng/public/Twahlyst.tm.

The same site has a book called The Holy Bible, King James Version, which fans of Evangelion
might also enjoy, alhough i’ technicafly “Editor’s Choice.”
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THE MYSTERIQUS

STRANGER

ANIME, THE MANGA, AND THE MaRK TwaIn NOVELLA

—FROM THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER

entiled The Mysterous Stranger. Ths tale is set in a smal illage in 16h contury Autria, where
hree boys an day meet a young man diforent rom themsolues: “Ho had now and good clothes
on, and was handsome and had & winning face and a pleasant voice, and was easy and graceful
and unombarrasse, not slouchy and aviovard and difidont, ko other boys.

The mysterious stranger starts to do small but amating trcks for them—causing water o tur to
ice, conjuring grapes and bread out of thin air, even making birds out of clay that can fly. At last
one boy, the story’s narator, works up the cavrage 10 ask the siangor who he is

“An angel,” he said, quite simply, and set anather bird free and clapped his hands and made it
iy away

The angelthen proceeds to reall impress them by making an entie toy casl, complete with five
hundred ministure soldiers and workmen that move around by themselves. fiaturally the boys get
involued with ths ultimato playsot, making theirown Knights and cannon and cavalry, and although
they get rather nervous again when the angel reveals his name is Satan, he assures them he is not
thal Satan, but only named after the fallen one.

We others are sill ignorant of sin; we are ot abe to commit ;e are without blemish, and e
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Satan's words near the end of Mark Twain's story also uncannily prefigure the end of the world
and the Instrumentaliy, both of which follow his death in the TV show in such quick order you
picture Anno as a haitnetted fry cook dinging the counter ball. By now you see Sadamoto's
handling of Kawsoru, and perhaps nothing ilustrates the different experiences of the manga and
the anime better than his handling of this criical charactor

Mo longer the last Angel to be fought, Kaworu actually becomes an active Eva pilat and fights
an Angol—the dude even has the nerve to observe the fight s fixed, basad on s knowlodgo of
SEELE's prophecies. Sadamoto of course introducos him at an carler point in the narrative—at the.
eauivalent of episode 18's end—and then sends him to NERY near the equivalent of episode 22's
beginning—before certain important events, to put it mildy, can occur.

When one notes this kind of thing, of course, it’s important to restate that the Evangslion manga
has always been a separate but equal “offcial” version of Eva, with no particular obligation to
algn itsef with the anime, and indeed it was with Book Fie, the first released after The End of
Evangolion, that Sadamato bagan to trly seem free 1o go in His own direction

Novertheless, as the *other offiial version of the Eva story, i is reasanable for fans 1o view it as
an "alterate histary” relative o the anime, and the way Kaworu has been introduced makes s
ealize the manga may ond very diffarontly indoed. Dospito the fact we knows here that Kaworu is
an Angel rom the very beginning, he appears destined to ateast hang around long enough to pick
up a few paychecks. Is not clear when your health benefits kick n at NERV, althoughf Ritsuko is
your primary caregiver it might be best 1o forego them.

o

irrrzzzzzzzzziariizzzza

—FROM THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER

I volume 8 we see the most staggering difference thus far between the manga and the anime:
‘Sadamolo’s Shinji doesn't even ke Kaworu, much less love him. Of course, you could say the
lass-othereal Kaworu of the manga is harder to love. | can't beliove Sadamotg had hirm tellRoi ho
thought she'd be "hefter.” And yet he did.
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shall abide in that estate always.” Distracted by two of the miniature workmen, “Satan reached out
his hand and crushed the ffe out of them with his fingers...and ient on talking wher he had left
off: We cannat da wrang; neither have we any disposition t do i, for we do not know what it s

Horified as the other boys are, "he made us drunk with the joy of being with him and of looking
into the heaven of his eyes, and of feeling the ecstasy that thrilled along aur veins from the touch
of his hand,

Yos, Kawsoru Nagisa made quito an imprassion on tho fans of Neon Gonosis Evangalion, despito
the fact that,in the original broadcast vorsion of the TV show (before it got al director's-cuted,
box-sefted, special-editioned, and platinum-lined) he shows up for only sighly less than thrteen
minutes of total screen time, the climax of which being an entire minute where nothing happens
atall

That's what being a beauliful angel willdo for you, especially when you make the most of your
thirtoen minutes on Earth by having a whirlwind romance with the main character that ends in a
lover's quarral with Prog Knives and finally a voluntary martyidom at the hand of yaur boy here.
Rolationships dorit como any more tragic than that of Kaworu Nagsa and Shini Ikari, and when
fans (including this one] first saw it on TV, the affair was 5o brief and shocking the story Iogic of it
it click in unil much later.

In the anime, Kaworu is acknowledged as the Final Messenger, and, of al the Angels Stinji has
to fight, thisis the most ruthless battle, won at the highest possible cost 1o himselt. It took even
longer for me 1o realize that the shovwdown in episod 24 had also taken us fllcircla from Shinj's
fist fight i episodss 1 and 2, which emphasized his personal helplessness against the laoming
Angel Sachial. Against Kawaru, it the Angel who becomes the small, helpless figure, while Shinji
is represented only by the gargantuan, frightful helm and arm of his Eva Unit-01. We never see
Shinj's human face once throughout the whole final minute of decision

S0 a5 Col. Trautman would have said instead of Major Katsuragi, “I's over, Shinjl 'S OVER
Kaworu v. Shiri (or Kaworu x Shii, in the doujnshi) was the big final showdown between
humanity and the Angels. And with the outcome leaving Shin at his mast wretched over, would't
it be nice if everyone just died—your wish being Eva's command, as it lins out that fortunately
humanity hardly ever needed the Angels to slaughter ell
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The sound effects i this 3-in-1 edition of Neon Genesis Evangeion
have been preserved in their original Japanese format. To avoid
additional lettering cluttering up the pancls we have provided
 this st of sound offects (FX). Each FX i listed by page and panal
number, 5o for example 6-5 would mean the FX is on page 6 in
panel 5. 1fthere is a third number, it means there is more than one
4 FXin the panel—6-5-1and 6-5-2 for example. The transliteration
/i s given, followed by the English translation/approximation.
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anime, and who knows, might stil be unfinished when the new fims receive the last of their
fo-roleaso diector’s cuts. | sometims feol that in spit of their ifforent croative approaches,
Sadamoto is staying closer o wahat Anno was tying 10 53 than 10 the idea that Eva s a millon
piece figsavs. Even were i true, and you found  way to complete i, i doesn't take a Franz Kafka
o point ut that you've just spent years assembling a millon-piece figsaw. In case people didn'
getitthe firsttime, Amno ftrally tuinod the camera back on the theater, and then walked out nto
the steet n The End of Evangelion; | emember seeing a fan version of th fim thal cut this part
out a5 “boring." You'se been told many times before, Anno's pointed to the door, but 1o one had
the guts to laave the temple. Perhaps he too gave up after a while and fust decided to rebuld i

¥im not in such a good position to crtcize, perhaps, as 1, in my best otaku way, delighted
in the five years that Evangelion was a monthly comic book [that'srigh, it used to be one—you
Know, ke those things with the staples, color, and really smal eyes) in wiing s “Dossier”
section, which detailed such Eva-soerica as SEELE, LL, the Spear of Longinus, etc., combining
what was known from "cananical” saurces—as i this was some kind of church-—with spaculation
Goushed in a grandiloguent vaguensss worthy of that Clinton era if the comic had arisen during
the Bush era, the legaltheary wiould have simply been that everything was canorical i he editor
said sol.

Most of these “Dossier” articles (the Spear of Longinus one mysteriously went missing,
spavining its own mini-conspiracy theary) were reprinted in volumes S and B of the current
graphic novel editon of Eva. Valume 7 continued the tradiion with a remarkable word-count
dran forth fram the mere handiul of Biblcal verses assocated with Evangelion (| ahways sense a
certain nervousness when the Bble gets brought up at Eva con panels, and s probably because
more than one attendee told their parents they were going to church camp that weekend).
And in case the $0.99-a-semestar (well, le's be honest, annual) tiion that is the Evangelion
manga wasn't ghing you enough gnosi, volume 8 absolutey dared you to soek out the best of s
native crticism, nover mind that it was in Japanese; it could hardly be loss comprehensible than
P e et
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during battle, Kaworu angers Shinji by calling her a fool. yet Shinji seeks sanctuary in Kaworu's
room afterwards. Kaworu's confusion over his feelings leads to a new level of intimacy between
them, but Shinii slaps Kaworu's caressing hand away: “Guys don't like guys!” “Why do you hate
me 50 much?” demands the tousle-headed Angel....| mean, one expects the actual creator to keep

a certain reserve.

And then. As you have read on page 171, Sadamoto, in the best traditions of Evangelion, flips
over his trump card. Just as Anno once did with Misato and Shinji, it turns out he wasn't biuffing,
and it wasn't fan service; he found that he was actually trying to feel something for Kaworu Nagisa
as an artist. As he has done all along with flean Genesis Evangelion, Sadamote is making an effort
to express the story in way that is convincing to him, as Evangelion’s co-creator, an approach
that is often the equal and opposite of Anno’s. Whereas Anno gave of his persona in making
the anime, Sadamoto is taking it into his person. Whereas the anime projocted a 35-yoar-old's
thoughts on a 14-year-old named Shinji Ikari. Go back and read his interview in volume 2, which
isn't the thoughts of a guy whose involvement was simply sketching out the designs. “Unless |
get into Shinji's head,” said Sadamoto, *I can't draw the manga...| have to empathize with the

character before | can draw.”

And what his empathy ends up giving Us is something more mutual than the anime did
between Shinji and Kaworu. Just as Sadamoto had Shinii know ahead of time that Toii was in Eva
Unit-03, he prepares an understanding between them—and when the tragedy comes, itis deeper
for being complicit: Evangeion loudas,

In volume 10 | recommended that if you wanted to go from wif to well-that's-fascinating on
Eva, to check out the forums at evamonkey.com. Since then, it's doubled its registered users from
800 to 1,740 and now contains over 164,000 postings as of August 2008, including lengthy threads
on such topics as the domestic political overtones of £va in Japan, whether Rei is made of “particle
wave matter,” and careful documentation of all appearances of the characters’ panties. In short,
it seems very close to becoming the kind of collective super-consciousness Kaworu promises us
we can evolve into, if we'll just sign that extinction work order. Before you punch your keyboard,
however. this site has also undergone a name change from evamonkey.com to evageeks.org:
slthough | wonder perhaps if that change truly symbolizes progress. 'm reminded of Paul Broca's

comment that he'd rather be a transformed ape than a degenerate son of Adam.

Evageeks doesn't have too much on this manga (its discussion exists as a thread within the
subforum “Everything Else Evangelion,” sort of the way the Reverend Lovejoy once described

Boa's relitionTas Siniccelnmnaes] depr Ker tin: 1ot Sadaialo Eansd o war anont hefony Hha
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SHINJT IKARI, AGE 14
Shi was the “Thitd Chld” chosen 1o il the monstious Eangalon seres;biomechanical combat
it developed by th secret UN paamiliary agency kiown s NERV. Resentiul of his fher and
dosperat for his approvsl, Shin climbed ino the oy o af 0 Ut 01 1o do batle v the
erigmatc Anges.

RET AVANAMI, AGE 14
o i the “FstChd" 1o 5o chosen o it an Evangalon. Wil pleing Eva U0, she was saverly
ounded fighing the Angel Sachil during the sama bat n which i ativd t Tokyo 5

ASUKA LANGLEY SORYU, AGE 14
A US, cilen of mised Japanese and Geiman ancesty, Asvka is & produt of evgenc breeding,
Seloctod 10 begin riing 05 on £ i rom a very oty . Asuka i an axcelont g, bt sho
gl with raumatic memores of hor chidhaad

KAWORU NAGISA, AGE 147
Kautoru intodces himsef 1o NERY s he “Fith Chld SEELE has sant him to NERY cirecty. nat
bothring o o hrough he Marduk Ageney. B0t as NERV keeps he it Angel, Adam, so hs SEELE
Kkt he st b, h te name o deniy of Kaviors g,
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But, again, go back, folle lege—the mostimportant ruths that are ikely o ever be revealed
about Evangelion are in volumes 1 through &: Anno's tatement of attempt; Sadamoto’s inerview:
Yostitou Asari's statement of attempt; Sadamota’s inerviows Yoshitou Asar's anicpation of the
pattern the series” crtique would take and Megumi Ogata’s (who herself considered Sadamoto
the co-creator of the character she porrayed), Yuko Miyamura's, and Megumi Hayashibara's
confrontation of thei rales. What distinguishes all these comments are ot just who mad them,
but that they were within tho making of Evangolion tsolf. Thoy lack coolness, dotachment, and
hindsight, and thus have the kind of meaning for Eva you can'ttype, but which you can make for

yoursel

the only way it can ever mean anything: in real time,in realty.

Carl Gustay Horn

PS. I interesting that among the events portrayed s part of human beings “hurtng one another
on page 32 are the sttacks of September 1, 2001, despit the fact that in Evangelion’ tmeline,
that date was almost a year after the Secand Impact, | can go Evageeks on you for a moment
it sooms somowhat implausiblo that the conspiracy to attack the World Trade Cantar would have
gone ahead as planned, given that ower Manhattan, ke the original Tokyo, would presumably
alteady have been evacuated and underwater thanks t the rapid meliing of the Antarcicice cap.
0n the athor hand, i's partof the offcal Evangelion timeline that the week following the Second
Impact saw both the outbreak of an Inia-Pakistan canfit and the detonation of 3 nuclear bomb
in Tokyo by unknown partes, showing that the human race was sil able o take a lile fime out

for wiar and terrrism dospite the fact it was alieady facing the greatest catastiophe n rocorded
history.Faiing that, one can alwiays say the reference to 91 fals under the idea of many possible
paths witin the Instromentaliy although SEELE seems to favor one of destiny and contrl,rather

than choice and fraedorm, o simply my favorie explanation for everything, ol editors.
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MIYAMURA

To be honest, a long time ago | used to hate Asuka and Evangelion.

If I were to comment using Asuka’s words | would say. | hate, | hate, | hate EVERYBODY

As to why [ felt this way, well, | think the best way to describe it s to say that it was
close to the feeling of being bullied. If a person has been bullied, would they want to
remember it? | don't think they would.

Acting the part of Asuka was lots of fun at first. However, as Asuka started to mentally
break down, acting her become guite tough

The part that | disliked the most was during the scene when Asuka finally understood
the meaning of the A.T. field. Just when she was able to mentally become strang and
confident again, she was attacked by the mass-produced units and brutalized. That time
in the film is really cool and there are lots of characters that | like in t. For Asuka on the
other hand, i's the worst situation ever.

Furthermore, after that scene, she is strangled by Shinji with such apathy, and that's
where the series ends. The mass-produced units, the Angels, their destiny; it just ends
with all of them being defeated.

I closed the Asuka inside of me deep within my heart. Whils she was inside there, | didn't
really like to bring her out. Remembering my complex feelings for Asuka and Evangelion
was quite hard for me, and | didn't ike it

This all changed when 1 first met and talked to Asuka’s English voice actor, Tiffany.
Tiffany, as another person who acted as Asuka, was the only one who could understand
the pain that | felt acting as Asuka. We both understood all the difficult emotions about
Asuka and her complex personality, and we talked about many things. After this the
feelings within me toward Asuka became more caring and understanding.

Even though at first | felt anger and dislike for Asuka, | now hold her close to my heart
and | think of her like a daughter. Up until then Asuka had to deal with all the pain,
sadness and sarrow by herself. Now it's different—I'm with her.

Today 'm a mother myself and I'm raising my own daughter. The foclings | have for my
child are similar to what | feel for Asuka. Even though it's different from my own real-life
situation, Asuka is an important existence to me and | feel that | am able to accept her
into my life.

What destiny lies ahead for Asuka?
Furthermore, what choice will she make?

Whatever happens | will accept everything about Asuka. I will cheer her on because |
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TIFFANY GRANT

Some time in early 1998, Matt Greenfield encouraged me to write an essay defending
Asuka from her critics. | did, and you can read it on my website. At that point, as | recall,
about half of the Eva TV series had been released on home video (two episodes per VHS
about every other month for around $30).

Please keep in mind that | had only recently finished recording the TV series. There was
as yet no English release of Death & Rebirth, End of Evangelion, Director’s Cut Platinum
Edition, and there most definitely were no proposed live-action or “Rebuild” films.

Back in 1998, | had not yet read any of Sadamoto’s manga. Having now read all of it,
I was very excited to be able to participate in this project. One especially impactful
moment | experienced reading Sadamoto’s books was Yuko Miyamura's own essay in
volume 4, which touched me deeply. When we first met, | had her autograph it for me!

For this volume, Carl thought it might be interesting if | shared with you how my thoughts
about Asuka have evolved over these many years.

First, my perspective on Asuka was changed dramatically by working on £of and even
more so by the Director’s Cut footage. | said, “If these scenes had been in the TV show
to begin with, people would've had a lot more sympathy for Asuka.”

But the main thing that has happened since 1398 is that Neon Genesis Evangelion has
become an international phenomenon. When | started recording this loud, assertive
character that often swore in German, | knew | was having a great time with the role and
that it was enjoyable for me as an actor. There was no way any of us could've known
then what lay in store. £va became cult phenomenon.

The enormous popularity of Eva s, | fully understand, the primary reason | get invited to
conventions around the world. In this way alone, my association with Asuka has forever
altered my life.

But | also feel something deeper than the obvious frequent fiyer miles is at work here.
For several years | actually denied that | was anything lie Asuka—a period | refer to as
my “I Am Not Spock” phase. | wrote “In Defense of Asuka” during that time

Once | fully embraced my “inner Asuka,” | realized the many ways that | related to this
complex, flawed character. In the past twelve years, | feel | have become even closer
to Asuka emotionally.

1 think Shinji behaves in the way that most of us actually would react, but | believe we
all wish we were a little more like Asuka—speak your mind, consequences be damned!
Iind that | don't just defend Asuka now, | actually admire her. | don't know how Il feel
in another twelve years, but if you don't ike Asuka just a lttle bit, | have only one thing
to say: What are you—stupid?
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the series; there used to be this place in the Kintetsu Building in San Francisca’s Japantown,
downstars from Kinokuniya, that would rent of tapes of new shows recorded off Japanese TV,
How it worked uias, every fourth spisode, someone in Japan would sirmai ff anather taps to the
store. Bvery fourth one, because faur episodos wera what yau could it on VHS at normal speod
(1 wias 1998, an age whon the Internot brought riches instead of uin). And boing ainmail it got
there in a few days—mearing that if you rented it 35 s00n s it came in, for a day or o you
wauld be caught up with the Japansse audience. With fleon Genesis Evangelion, whith seemed
1o raise the stakes not nly for itself but for television anime with every fourth episode, you were.
watching t i real tim. And 24 divided by six tapes i, of course, four—the aumbar of doath as

on a Japanose dropout such as mysolfknows. Thoy teach you that th first ook,

So there we all were, i the middle of March—just me, maybe a few dazen other gaiin
with thoi own hook-ups, and sovoral milion Japanoso, watching Kaworu's twolve-minute ffe and
one-minute doath. | remember my impressions during that one minute going somathing like this:
thefirsttwety secands: all ight, this is the dramatic pause...the tensionis building...any moment
itwil; the next twenty seconds: or God's sake, it called animation... hey, | bet the storyboards.
for this didn't take 100 long to draw..| can practically se@ the budget savings adding up,i's ke
watching the metor on an iding taxi; and then, oddly enough, breaking through, onco again, to
admiation in the final twenty: wouw, as sual, AWE's 9ot a lot of us. So prosumably. did the
hand of Urit-01, a moment fter.

1 1augh off the death, as no one s able 10 in Evangelion’ ficion, where these doaths must
be experienced for real. Yt i the manga, Sadamoto draws Shinj with at least a smile, the very
narowest of smiles, as the parting ift to him of Kauworu Nagisa; Tabris, the Angel of Free Wil, &
name more bea

) tha s bearer, which wias no mean foat. Stop follawing me, Shii had told

the stray itten when thy first mot in volume 8, can't ake care of you. And then the boy who had
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It has been abaut ten years since the time when the other units took Asuka and Shinji
and tried to strangle her. Now, a new Evangelion has begun!

In the new movies, the once-complex Asuka is now happier. I'm excited to see how
Asuka stands and faces her destiny in the new movies compared to Asuka’s fate from
ten years aga af being defeated.

If L eere to say a comment i the new movie in Asuka’s words it would be “You hurt my
pride...'LL GIVE IT BACK TO YOU TEN TIMES WORSE." | lie this confident side of Asuka.

Whatewer becomes of Asuka in the world of £va, | will always love Asuka the most!

Once again, | would like to thank Tifany, Yuko and Chiistine. Although it’s great to see.
the friendship between these two voice actors just on a human level, | think it also sets
a good example for our two (sometimes struggling) industries themselves—! wonder
whether the Japanese and the Western sides wouldn't both benefit from more personal
contacts and understanding.

Something Tifany said took me back to 1998 when | was editing the early parts of this
manga. But at the time | was also an editor writing about anime at VIZ Media’s Arimeri
magazine, and the $30 Tiffany mentions for two episodes was pretty standard for the
whole ULS. anime industry, nat just the Evangelion release. So that meant you'd ha
to pay $390 for the whole series (in late-'30s dollars; with inflation that'd be more ke
$500 today). And that was for VHS format, with all it buit-in fimitations compared to
DUD—no special features, no chapter skipping, o sepasate audio or sublitle tracks (if
you wanted dubbed or subiited, you had to buy a whole different set of tapes) and of
course, lesser video and audio quality. Is something to think about next time a US.
anime DD release seems expensive..."_

~Carl Gustau Horn
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Series Editor's note: This volume of the manga sees the return to action of Asuke; the
second and most recent of the new Evangelion anime films, You Can (Not) Advance
(2009) brings Asuke back as well.

Volume 4 of the manga featured an essay by Asuka's Japanese voice actress, Yuko
Miyamura, written in 1997, when the Evangelion phenomenon was still young. But Asuka
remains an iconic character even in the incredible future year of 2011 and, with her
recent revival in both the anime and manga, I thought now might be an appropriate time
to follow up—this time, with Asuka's English-language voice actor Tilfany Grant, as well

It's not a comman thing for the Japanese and English actors of an anime character to
‘meat and to become good friends as woll, but that's what happened in the case of Yko
and Tiffany, as you will see. My very sincara thanks go to Tiffany Grant, Yuko Miyamura
and to Christine Busby, who transiated Ms. Miyamura’s rema

~Carl Gustav Horn
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and there you've got your doujishi again) of courss, from this evidently beautful, apparently kind
persan who said he loved him and said he understoad him. What Kaworu understoad, thaugh, was
ow fragile Shinj’s heart wsas. It fascinated him, much s one might wander at an object of fino
crystal. And when you are enchanted by such a thing, your wish is not that it be transformed and
made more able to endure, ts laticowork roplaced by steol—or even the simplo, tough fibor of
human heart, the kind Misato and Kafl had, sunviving a childhood as bad as the Chidren's to find
some kind of happiness, some kind of resilience.

There's nothing sadisti or callous abaut the way tho animo Kaworu treats Shinf; s fustthat,
being an Angel, he has  litle diffculty understanding the human perspactive—and that s nat just
about he viewed Shinj, but how Shinf viewed him. Ths is where the manga Kawory, Sadamoto’s
Kaworu, shows His diference, and where Sadamoto confims the value of his interpretation.
For various crazy gaijin reasons—I dunno, maybe because his death takes place before a giant
freaking cross to which a being is nailed and which previously had an arifact called the Spear of
Longinus thrust into its side—many Eva fans around the world discussed the idea of Kaworu as
a quasi-Chrst figure. The orthodox image of Chiist was that he was a sinless being, God become
man, who permited himself 1o suffe for the redemption of sinners. A sacrlfcial lamb—but that
itsef s an interesting image...after all, a larb is something that humans undorstand much as
Kaworu “undorstood” Shin: that s, with an assigned sigrificance.

But the suffering of mankind day to day s far more than just having to walk around dankey-
and dateless (actually,fig-less: Matthews 2118), let alone tha scourge and the nail—it's the state
of being impure, of sinning isell. When Christ was said ta have bean both divine and human, the
thealagians mean human fike Adam was before he ate of the tree of knowledge of good and euil,
as referenced in the ugly-ass new 10gos for NERY and SEELE seon in Asbuild of Evangelion. Adam
before the fal, in other words. 8ut that's not being a human, the way actual human beings are.
What an actual human would experience, in even a short e, is the state of being a sinner, which
atits least arqumentative means harming the innocent. Killng a kitten would probably qualiy. And
Knowing love, not in ts divine, Platonic and soft vinyl form, but as something flowing... ukewarm,
sicky, and heawy, as Kaworu describes it to Shinji afer kissing him. How does it feel to have
someans like that take an interest in you? he asks Shinji—because ta him, it felt like it was slowly

consticting my chest...ike | couldn't breathe. It gave me the creeps.

The croeps? The anime Kaworu would have never gotten “the creeps.” But then, the anime
Kaworu doesnt partake of humanity the way Sadamoto’s does. He is indeed SEELE's chid, raised
in secret, but his rflection in NERV is not el but Shi
1 think ane reason sam anime Shinji x Kaworu shippers might not like Sadamols version is
bocause it's almost as if he's making fun of fanfic: In tis vorsion of the story, Kaworu onters

rom whom far more secrets were kept
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POSTS

ot yetntroduced fimself, oher than to 3, 'm 0st...| was never meant 0 be in a place like this,
picked up the Kiten, and vith his hands showed what Shin's chaice mean.

This i the point where  certain shrill keening went up; not 5o much from Shini, but rom
Some segments of the readership, at Sadamoto's sudden and unprecedented use of shock value,
a concept surel as forcign to Noon Gonesis Evangofion as fan sanice. Ho had ruined swoet
Kaworu—you know, the sweet Kaworu wha came 1o wipe us out, but kindly offered Shinf the
option to kil what he loved instead. But it was a kiten—a kiten, somewhere among th hundreds,
thousands, millions, and bilions of dead people of Evangefions staryine. Il bet f we could
Somehow conuince the prosidant 1o squash a goldfish during his next press canference—! dor't
Kaows, toll him i€ for rush wosk or something—America wiould suddanly come to the hariiiod
tealization that oh my God, war means deathtl

Wel, okay, maybe 1 was 3 fitle shacked t0o, but for differont reasons. Like almost every
Evangelion fan, my own image of Kauworu was shaped by the anime. When Sadamoto has him
make his first appearance at the end of voloma 7, smiling in his tube 1o Kiel as A i 1o Gendo,
it looks as f he's going 10 go along line similar 1o how Kawiory wias teated in the anim: a5
SEELE's secrot child, much as Rei was NERV', aised in darknoss and obedince. Indeed in both
versions, the two piots encounter ane another, to shows they are very simlar—but not the same.
I the arime, Kawworu expresses the very interest in intimaey and connection that Re as yet can
barely ariculate; yet both maintai an etheraalness about tham. Suddenly, Sadamota gives us this

ichitu-zeme.

You know, f 1 temember right, regardiess of whether in the anime Kawor lked Shii or
oued Shi, at o point did Kauworu actualy promise that whatever he folt for him would make
Shinfi happy. It was a natural thing for SHinfi to assume (an ass out of you and me both, see,
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